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Margaret and Louise are female characters in the stories "What a Thought" and "The Story of an Hour," respectively. Pursuing freedom by these women have been portrayed in both stories. It is in the way both assumed being free.
1. The main similarity between the two stories is both women breaking free from what they think is an oppression or in other words just being free. Even though it not mentioned in the story, I believe they were both being mistreated. In “What a Thought," Margaret is loved by her husband regardless. But she feels oppressed because of her husband’s presence and just wants to get rid of him for the sake of a “morbid feeling”. In the other story, "The Story of an Hour," it is unfortunate that Louise celebrates the apparent death of her husband, Brently, even though she did not truly love him. She believed that perhaps, she is free until her husband appeared from nowhere in the latter part of the story. 
2.  Gender Theory. In the "Story of an Hour," Louise seems to have been living in forced marriage. She says that she would not live for anyone in the future but herself. On the contrary, in “What a Thought," Brently loves Margaret unconditionally. He is willing and ready to fulfill her heart desires. The theory of Existentialism portrays that individuals should feel free or exercise freedom. In "Story of an Hour," Louise is determined to have a husband that will not control her. The news about her husband’s death made her pray, hoping for long life. Probably, she thought she would not live long if she stayed with her husband. "She breathed a quick prayer that life, might be long.
3.  I believe that both stories show different ways people pursue freedom. The endurances while we wait for freedom. “What a thought” is rather something to reckon. It shows how different thoughts especially of violence just manifests from nowhere in people’s minds. As readers tag Shirley as a morbid writer, why would someone even think of just killing a person who gives you peace. I believe that where I find peace should rejuvenate good thoughts.   
  Both stories are characterized by irony and injustice. Brently’s sudden appearance was      enough to kill Louise but the doctor pronounced that it was an overwhelming joy that killed her.  In "What a Thought," Margaret wonders about the unfolding future of her life without her husband. Ironically, she pretends to love him yet kills him just because of an odd feeling. 

Part II – 
In-text Citation.
1. “She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the street below a peddler was crying his wares. The notes of a distant song which some one was singing reached her faintly, and countless sparrows were twittering in the eaves.” A sign that a burden has been lifted and the new spring life showing a new beginning.
2. “What would I do without him? she wondered. How would I live, who would ever marry me, where would I go? What would I do with all the furniture, crying when I saw his picture, burning his old letters. I could give his suits away, but what would I do with the house? Who would take care of the income tax? I love my husband, Margaret told herself emphatically; I must stop thinking like this. It's like an idiot tune running through my head.”
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